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frrigation is niore important than al-
most any other movement. The con-
stant purpose of the Government in con-
nection with the Reclamation Service
hus been to use the water resources of
the publie lands for the ultimate great-
est good of the greatest number; in
other words, to put upon the land per-
manent home-makers, to use and de-
velop 1t for themselves and for their
children and children’s children.

There has been, of course, oppositien
1o this work; oppoamon from so:ne in-
.terested men who desire to exhaust the

land for their own immediate profit
without regard io the welfare of the
next generatic:. and opposition from

honest and well-meaning men who did
not fully understand the subject or who
did not lock far enough ahead. This
Jpposition is, [ think, dying away, and

and therefore ig certain to be exhausted
ultimately; and wastefuln-ss in dealing
with it today means that our descend-
ants will feel the exhaustion a genera-
tion or two before they otherwise would.
But there are certain other forms of
waste which could be entirely stopped—

the waste of soll by washing, for
Instance, which Is among the most
dangerous of all wastes now in
progress in the United States, is eas-
ily preventable, so that this present
enormous loss of fertility is entirely
unnecessary.

The preservation or replacement of
the forests is one of the most import-
tant means of preventing this loss. We

have made a' beginning in forest pres-
erviition, but it is only a beginning. At
present lumbering is the fourth greatest
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ada that there uball be no export
duty on Canadian wood pulp.

In the eastern United States the min-
eral fucls bave already passed into the
hands of large private owners, and those
of the West are rapidly following. 1t
Is obvious that these tuels should be
conserved and not wasted, and it would
be well to protect the people against
unjust and extortionate prices, so far a8

that can still be done. What has Been
accomplished in the great oil fields of
the Indlan Territory by tue action of
the Administration offers a striking ex-

ample of the good results of such a
poliey.
In my judgment the Government

should have the right to keep the fee
of ¢oal, oil, and gas flelds in its own
possession. and to lease the rights to
develop tivem under proper regulations;
or else, if the Congress will
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Elsewhere it may be that a lease ¢
tem would serve the purpose; the
to be temporary and subject to the rights
of settlement, and the amount (!.;xr;:nl!
being large enough merely to permit of |
the efficient and beneficial contrel
the range by the Government, and
the payment to the county of the equiva-
lent of what it would otherwise receive
In taxes. The destruction of the public|
range will continue untll some such laws |
as these are enacted. Fully to preve
the fraud in the public lands
through the joint action of the In
Department and the Department of Jus-
tice, we have been endeavoring to pre-
vent, there must be further legislation,
and especially a sufficlent appropriation
to permit the Department of the In-
terior to examine certain classes of en-
tries cn the ground before they pass into
private ownership.

The Government should part with
its title only to the aectual home-
maker, not to the profit-maker who
does not care to make a home. Our
prime object is to secure the rights
and guard the interests of the small
ranchman, the man who plows and
pitches hay for himseli. Tt Is this
small ranchman this actual settler
and home-maker, who in the long
run s mosy hurt by permitting
thefts of the public land in what-
ever form.

Must Care for Forests.

Optimism is a good characteristic, but
if carried to an excess it beconmes fool-
Ishness. We are prone to speak of the
resources of this country as inexhaust-
ible; thig s not so. The mineral wealth
of the country, the coal, iron, oil, gas,
and the like, does not reproduce itself,
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Wrong View of Forests.

Some of these persons actually demand
the present forest reserves be
open to destruciion, because,
th think that thereby the
price of lumber be put down
again for two or three more years.
Thelr attitude is precisely like that of
1 agitator protesting agalnst the out-
ay of money by farmers on manure
and In taking care of thelr farms gen-
erally.

Undoubted!
were cont

thrown
forsooth,

could

y. if the average farmer
t absolutely to ruin his
farm, he could for two or three years
avold spending any money on it. and
yet make a good deal of money out of
it. But only a savage would, in his pri-
vate affalrs, show such reckless disre-
gard of the future; yet it is precisely
this reckless disregard of the future |
which the opponents of the forestrv syS-
tem are now endeavoring to get the
people of the United States to show.
The only trouble with the movement
for the preservation of our forests is
that It has not gone nearly far enough,
and was not begun soon enough. It iIs
a most fortunate thing, however, that
we began it when we did. We should
acquire In the Appalachian and White
Mountain regions all the forest lands

that it is possible to acquire for the ysa
of the nation. These lands, because
they form a national asset, are as em-
phatically national as the rivers which
they feed, and which flow through =so
many States before they reach the
ocean.

Take Tariff Off Wood Pulp.

There should he no tariff on any
forest produet grown in this coun-
try; and, in especial, there should be
no tariif on wood pulp: due notice
of the change bheing, of course, given
to those engaged in the husiness so |
as to enable them fo adiust them- !
selves to the new conditions.

The repeal of the duty on wood
pulp should if possible, be accom-
panied by an agreement with Can- |
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Curzency Laws
and the Tarrify

We need a greater elasticity in
our currency.

We must recognize the eveni
greater nead of a safe and secure
currency.

Emergency currency must be!
issued under a heavy tax. !

Trust companies should be|
subject to the same supervision
as banks.

The principle of the present |
tariff law could not with wisdom |
be changed. "

In my judgment the wise time
to deal with the matter is imme-
diately after the Presidential elec-
tion. .

The loss of life and limb is a|
subject of which the Government |
should take notice. ‘

Congress should

]
1
|
-
|
|
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pensation for accidents to all|
workmen within the scope of the !
Federal power, includirg em-!
ployes of navy vards and ar-|
senals. i
| i
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Postal Sai}in—g;Banks
Would Attract Hoards

I commend to the favorable con-
sideration of the Congress a postal
savings bank system, as recom-
mended by the Postmaster General.
The primary object is to encourage

|
|
|

|
|

sifled service. It is possible that thid
might be done wi wut Congressio
action, but as the matter is debatabla,
1 earnestly recommend that the Con
Bress enact & law providing that he

be included
and put in
Oklahoma

under ti

the cla

civ]l service

among otr people econemy and|ing on a full equality with ner r
. s | sisters, and her future is assured by
thrift and by the use of po“t"ili!;'-r‘g‘;«uvm;::xt‘:fr:\l{x: pare ’\Ti‘x.,'vh\t:"
savings banks to give them an op-,;-{ the .\':A';.xn.tll Gov. ot to 3 rd
fihe personal an roperty rights o he
portunity to husband their re-|inqiine within o S eier Toralns oo
sources perticularly those who have | cOourse unchanged
not the facilities at hand for de-| Autonomy for Alaska.
positing ikeir money In savings| I reiterate my recommendations of
Y 13 ;e s Te A sk e S e fc
banks. Viewed, however, from the | last year as regards Alaska. Some form

experience of the past w weeks, it
is evident that the advantages of such
an institution are stili more far-
reaching. Timid depositors have

withdrawn thelr savings for theim

time being from national
trust companies, and savings bankss
individuals have hoarded their cash
and the workingmen their earnings
all of which money has been with-
held, and kept in hiding or in the

safe deposit hox to the detriment of |¢

|

1
|

|
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of local self-government should be Dro-
vided, as simple and inexpensive as pos-
sible; it Is impossible for the Congress
to devote the necessary time to all the
little details of necessary Alaskan legis-
lation. Road bullding and railway bulld-
g should be encouraged. The gov-

banks, | ernor of Alaska should be given an am-

ple appropriation whepewith to organize
a force to pfeserve Yhe public peace.

pr
Whisky selling to t natives should

3 | be made a felony.

The coal land laws shLould be changed
needls of the
attended to
laws permit
areas of the

Territory. This should be
at once; for the present
individuals to locate large

prosperity. Through the agency of | public domain for speculative purpoces;

s savings b < . | and cause an iImmenseamount of trouble,
the gl tal YRS anks such fraud, and litigation. There should be
money would be restored to the another judicial division established. As

channels of irade, to the mutual

| benefit of capital and labor.

I further commend to tha Congress the
consideration of the Postmaster Gen-
eral's recommendation for an extension
of the parcel post, especial on the rural
routess There are now 38215 rural
routes, serving nearly 15.000,000 people,
who do not have the advantages of the
inhabitants of clties in obtaining their
supplies, These recommendations have
been drawn up to beneflt the farmer
and the country storekeeper; otuerwise
I should not favor them, for I believe
that it is good pelicy for our Govern-
ment to do everything possible to aid
the small town and the country distriet.
It is desirable that the country mer-
chant should not be crushed out.

The fourth-class. postmasters’ con-
vention has passed a very s(ron¥ reso-
lution in favor of placing the fourth-

class postmasters under the civil service

Jay. The Administration has alrendy
puf intc effect the policy of refusing to
remave any fourth-class postmaster

save for reasons connected with the

ocd of the service; and it is endeaver-

ng. so far as possible, to remove taem

fron: the domain of partisan polities. It

wouid be a most desirable thing to put

the fourth-class postmasters in the clas-
L

early as possible lighthouses and buoys
sihould be establisiied as aids to naviga-
tion, especially in and about Frince Wil-
Ham =ound, and the survey of the coast

completed. There is need of liberal ap- |

prop-iations for lighting and
the southern coast and improving the
alds to navigation In southeastern
Alas'ta. One of the great industries of
Alasza, as of Puget sound, and the Co-
lumiia, i3 salmon fishing. Gradually,
by reason of lack of proper laws, this
industry ‘s being ruined; it should now
be taken In charge, and effectively pro-
tected, by the United States Govern-
ment.

The cor rage and enterprise of the cit-
izens of the far Northwest in their pro-
jected Aluska-Yukon-Paelfic Exposition,
to be held in 1909, should receive liberai
encouragement. This exposition is not
sentimental in its conception, hut secks
to exploit the natural resources of
Alaska and to promote the commerce,
trade, and industry of the Pacific States
with their ncighboring Btates and with
ous Insular pessessions and the neigh-
boring countries of the Pacific. The ex-
position asks no loan from the Con-
gress but secks Lppropriations for Na-

buoying

tionai exhibits and exhibits of the
Western dependencies of tue General
Governmeri. The State of Washington

and the ciiy of Seattle have shown the
characterictic Western enterprise in
large dounaticns for the conduct of this

: | duty,

exposition in which other States are
l:nding generous assistance,

Hawaii Needs Ships.

The wunfortunate failure of the skip-
ping biil at the last session of the last
Congress was foilowed by the taking
oft of certain Pacific steamships, which
has greatly hampc\:red the movement of
passengers betweén Hawali and the
malaland., Unless the Congress is pre-
pared by pcsitive encouragement Lo
sccure proper facilities in the way of
shipping between Hawail and ihe main-
Jand, then the coastwise shipping laws
should be #o far relaxed as to prevent
hawatl suffering as it is aow suffering.

I again call your attent.on to the cap-
ital importznce from every standpoint
of making Fearl Harbor available for
e isrgest deep water vessels, and of
sultably fortifying the island.

The Secretary of War has gone to
the Philippines. On his return I shall
submit to you his report on the islands.

I again recommend that the rights of

of Porto Rico.

A bureau of mines should be ere-
ated under the control and direction
of the Secretary of the Interior; the

| tistics and make Investigations

particularly to the accldents and
dangers of the Industry.
not now be domne, at lesst additionsl
appropriations should be given the

I Proviae com-: | ynterior Department {o be used for

!lh(- study of mining conditions, for
{the prevention of fraudulent mining
| schemes, for carrying on the work
{ of mapping the mining districts, for
i-.md)imz methods for minimizing the

citizenshl) be conferred upon the peopie |

i bureau to have power to eollect sta- |
in |
all matters pertaining to mining and |

If this can- |

permanent organization, ample time
must be given for preparation.

There is a constantly growing interest
In this country in the question of the
public health. At last the public mind
is awake to the fact that many diseases,
notahly tuberculosis, are national
scourges. The work of the Btale and
city boards of health should be supple-
mented by a cohstantly increash g in-
Lerest on the part of the Nationa’® Gov-
ernmént. The Congress has already
provided & bureau of public health and
has provided for a hygilenic laboratory.
There are other valuable laws relating
to the public health connected with the
various depariments, This whole
branch of the Government should be
strengthened and alded in every way.

I call attention to two Government
{ coommissions which I have appointed and
which bave ailready done excellent work.
The first of these has to do with the
organization of the sclentific work of
| the Government, which has grown up
I“‘hu“}‘ without plan and s Iin conse-
quence so uawiscly distributed among
the Executive departments that much
of itg effect is lost for the lack of proper
| coordination. " This commission’s chiet
object is to Introduce a planned and or-
j derly developinent and operation In the
place of the {ll-assorted and often in-
i effective grouping and methods of work

which have prevalled. This cannot be
done without legislation, nor would it
be feasible to deal in detail h a0 com-
plex an administrative problem by spe-

i ciflc provisions of law. 1 recommend
| that  the President be given authority
to concentrats related lines of work

{ and reducc duplication by Executive or-

| der through transfer and consolidatior

{of lines of work

Work of Keep Commission.

| The second committee, that on Depart-

im»m methods, was | 1oted to investl-
gate and repnart upo he changes need-

|ed to place tae cuonduct of the executive

{ force of the Governm®nt on the most

| economical ard effectiv
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have moved rapidly in our history. We
have acquired Hawail, the Philippines,
and lesser islands in the Paclfic. We
are steadily prosecuting the great work
of uniting at the Isthinus the waters of
the Atlantic and the Pacific. To =
greater extent than seemed probable
even a dozen years ago, we may look

to an American future on ihe sea
worthy of the traditions of our past.
As the first step In that direction,

and the step most feasible at the pres-
ent time, I recommend the extension of
the ocean mail act of 1891. That act
has stood for some years free from suc-
cessful criticism of its prineiple and pur-
pose. It was based on of the

t

t}

theories

obligations of a great maritime nation,
and fol-
begin-

undisputed In our ‘own land
lowed by other nations since the

ning of steam navigation. Brie
theories are that it is the duty

first-class power, so far as prac
to carry its ocean mails under

flag; that the fast ocean
and their crews, required for su
service, are valuable auxi

sea power of a nation.,
the consiruction of st
sures the maintenanc
condition of the shipya
battleships must be bu

s |

The expenditure of blic money for
the performance of su necessary func-
tions of government certainly wz
ranted, nor it necessary to

ental benefits
rce, to the

! igh
Makes Profit From Cheap Service.
* onily serious question is whether
£l an afford to improve

our CAaAr S € as £ H
improved. doubt on t subject iz
removed by the revorts f the Post-
office Departmant. Far the fiscal year
ended Jur :

!
|
!
j ¢
i
i
|
|
|
|

department es-
ige llected on
hanged with foref;m
Canada and Mexlco

M348, or 83,
the cost of the service,
of the cost of transporting the
between the United States ex-
and the United St

timates

+3

2 g

31,226.51

net

tes

postoffices at which they were m d
\or delivered. In er words, the Gov-
ernment of the ed States, having
assumed a m nopoiy of carrylng the
malilg for the people, is mak ng a profit
of over 0,000 by rendering a cheap
and inef it service. That profit. I
believe, should be devoted to strengthen-
Ing our maritime power in those direc-
tions where it will best promote our

{aceidents and dangers in the indus-|iight of the best modern business
i { tice ee hi mad
{trys in short. to ald In all propel|tice. The committee has made
| § ‘ t of the minin satisfactory progress. Antiquated

| ways the developmen ® | tices and bureaucratic ways have been

industry. i:‘.i.wl.s).--d, and a general renovation of

y 3 departmental methoc has been Insug-

Would Preserve the Hermxtaga. lurated. All that can be done by Execu-

I strongly recommend to the Congress | tive order has already been accom- |

to provide funds ke up the plished or will be put into effect in the

§ % = 2 | Rear future.

the Tome of Andrew Jack-| “ppe work of the maln committee and

funds o be used through the |its several assistant committees has

Associatio « for t ‘jp:’r luced a wholesome awakening on:

tstorfe building which | the part of the great body of officers

i ] {and yef enguged In Government

! r be Cear to An > ins. | work early every department and

| 1t er recom? 1t a naval | office are careful self-in-

’ t be established in the Vicks-|spection for N:rv Pon wfldrem»d_v;Zz

any defects pefore they cou e made

- 'naﬂnnal rark “{‘, . sut ,‘.% t ‘?f ulv!';--l.'&e) (‘.’.!i"h:‘. This

rtunity for com-|ypag jed individnals to a wider study of

dJeeds of those gallant |the work on which they were engaged,

on water no less than |and this study has resulted in increas-

on land g their effi in their respective

wuld be enacted at the
f the Congress for the
The estahilshment
‘ensus Bureau af-
for a better cen-

it

l .m‘l\'ar.[aqr- of the

mder our ‘erm of Government
m:i:g is pot werely a right, but a
and, moreover, a fundamental
and necessary duty, if a man is to
be a wood citizen. It is well to pro-
vide that corporations shall not eon-
tribute to Presidential or National
campsigns and furthermore to pro-

vide for the publication of both con-

tributions and expenditures. There
is, however, always danger in laws

of this kind, which from their very

nature are difficult of enforcement;

the danger heing lest they he obeyed |

only by the honest, and disobeyed
by the unscrupulous, so as to act
only as a penalty upen houest men.
Moreover, no such law would ham-

per an unscrupulous man eof un-

limited means from buying his own
way into effice,

There is a very radieal measure
which would, I belleve, work a sub-
stantial Improvement in our system
of conducting a ecampaign, although
I am well aware that It »yvill take
some time for peonle so to familiar-
ize themselves with such a proposal

as to he willing to econsider its
adoption.

The need for colleciing large
campaign funds would vanish If

Congress provided an appropriation
for the proper and legitimate ex-
penses of each o the great na-
tional parties, an
ample enough to meet the necessity
for thorough eorganization and me-
| chinery which requires a large #
' penditure of mone¥., Then the stip-

ulation should be made that ne
party receiving ecampaign funds
from the Treasury should aeccept

more than a fixed amount from any
individual subserib:s or domor: and
the necessary pubiichiy for receipts
and expenditures could without dif.
| ficulty bhe provided.

Favors National Art Gallery.

There should be a natienal gal.
lery of art established in the Capital

{City of this country. This is im-
| portant, net merely to the artistic

!but to the material weliare of the |
|country: and the people are to be

| congratulated on the fact that the
I movement to establish such a gal-
'lery is taking definite form under
|the guidance of the Smithsonian In.
| stitution. So far from there being
la tariif on works of art brought
|into the coewntry, their importation
should bhe zncouraged in every way.

There have been no sufficient col-
| lections of olj~cts of art by the
| Governmen!, =nd

;‘and are genrally plsced in unsuit-

{able and fmperfectls lichted gal-
leries.

Praisca Biological Survey.

The Bilological Survey quietly
working for the good of our agricul-
tural interests, and 1s an cxcellent ex-
araple of a Government bureau which
conducts original scientific research the
findings of which are of much practical
utility. For more than twenty years
it has studied the food habits of birds
and mammals that are Injurious or
beneficial to agriculture, horticulture,
and forestry; has distributed illustra-
ted bulieting on the subject, and has
labored to securs legislalive protec-
tion for the beneficial species. The cot-
ton boll-treevil, which has recently
overspread, the cotton belt of Texas
and is steadily coxtending its range, is

’

is

in the

had, but ir order |

appropriation |

what collections |
'have been acquired are secattered |

ines of work.
There are
importance f the Committee on the
Subject of P2 nnel and the Class

cation of Salarles which require
legislative acti"n before they can be put
into effect. It is my intention to sub-
mit to the Congress in the near future
& special message on thos™ subjects.

Would Have Government
Supply Campaign Funds

|said tc cause an ar
i §3,000,000,

The Biological Survey has ascertained
and given wide publicity to the

of about

commendations ¢of special

| strongly reco
fact !

tha' gt least forty-three kinds of birds |

prey cpon this” destructive insect. It
has discovered that fifty-seven species
of birds feed upon scale-insects—dread-
ed enemies of the fruit grower. It
shown that woodpeckers as a class, by
desiroying the larvae of wood-boring in-
seCls, are so essential to tree life that
it is doubtful it our forests could ex-
ist without them. It has shown that
cuckoos and orioles are the natural
enemies of the leaf-eating caterplilars
that destroy our shade and fruit trees:
that our qualls and sparrows consume
annually hundreds of tons of sceds of
noxious weeds; that hawks and owls as
'la class (excepling the few that kill

i

| poultry and game birds) sre markedly |

beneficial, spending their lives in catch-
ing grasshoppers, mice, and other pests
that preys upon the products of hus-
bandry.

has |

| equately

It has conducted field experiments for'

the purpose of devising and perfecting
simple methods for holding in check
the hordes of destructive rodents—rats,

rice, rabbits, gopbers, prairie dogs, and |

, grouna squirreis—which annually
Alrag crops worth many millions of dod=
lars; and it has published practical di-

Jde-

rections for (the destruction of wolves
and coyotes op the stock ranges of the
West, resulting during the past year|
in an estimited saving of caitle and

sheep valuea at of
 dollass.

It has fraagurated a system of
| spection a’. _he principal ports of en-
iry on both Atiautic and Paclic coasts
| by means of which the mntroduction of
| noxious mammals and birds 1s pre-
vented, thus keeping out the mongoose
;an certain birds which are as much to
i bs dreaded as the previously intro-
{ duced English sparrow and the house
rats 2nd mice.

upward a miilion

in-|

| to it,
In the Interest of game protection it!

 has co-operated with local officials in
ever, State in the Union, has striven
te promote uniform legislation in the;

several Stales, has rondered important
service in enforcing the Federal law reg-
nlating interstate traffic in game,
has shown how game protection may be
made to vield a large revenue to the
State—a revenue amounting in the case
of Illinois to $128,000 In a single year.
The Biological Survey has explored
the faunas and floras of America with
reference to the distribution of an!-
mals and piants; it has deflned and
mapped the natural iife areas—areas in

con:iitions, certain kinds of animals and
plants occur—and has pointed out the
adaptability of these areas to the cultl-
vation of particular crops. The resuits
of thesec investigafions are not only of
high exceptional wvalue, but

of the country many times the cost of
maintaining the survey, which, it

and |

{ hae

prestige.
The eo

of steamers to

. 3 loss on the P L
Décome a serious embarrassm 3
people of Hawali, and has wh cut
Off the Samoan Islands from regular
on with the Pac Coast

Sound, ha
» ur on ) A

balf (four ocut of its American
Iing with the Orient

act of

in the year

OSt over

seven) of

1891 $4

Y can be paid, and it i=
ships of t}

s speed and type whi
needed to meet the req:
service to South America
ing the Phil p

tiremse

. and Aust
end, thers
amendment to the ocean
which shall authorize th
General In his discretion to enter
contracts for @ transportation
to the repu s of South
Asia, the Philippines,
a not 0

into
of malls

America, to
and Australia at

to exceed $4 a mile for
hips of 16 knots speed or upward,
to the restrictions and obliga-
of the act of 1881.

rate

tions

The profit of $2.600.000
mentioned will
{ annual
recommendation,

which has been
fully cover the maximum
expepditure Involved in
n_r\.d it is bhelieved w
the lines so urgentl
reeded., The v.’ﬁ,’vos’liu?) in~.~n1vng: ;
new principle, but permits the eficlen
discharge of public functiuns now inad
performed or not performed

In time establish

) 0

at all.

Never in Danger of Militarism.

Not only there is not now, but there
never has been any other nation in
the world so wholly fres from the evils
of militarism as Is ours. There never
been any other large nation,
even China, which for so long a period
has had relatively its numbers
small a regular army as has ours. Never
at any time in our history has this na-
tion suffered from militarism or been in
the remotest danger suffering from
militarism. Never at any ti our
history has the regular army been of &

not

to so

of

e of

size wh caused the slighi-3* anpre-
clable tax upon the tax-paying citizens
of the nation Almost always it has
hgf—n too small in size and underpaig.
Never in our entire history has the
nation suffered in the least particular

because too much care has been given
to the army, too much prominence given
it, too much money spent upon or
because it has been too large

But again and again we have suffered
because enough care s not been given
because it has been too small, be-
cause there has not been syfficient prep-
aration in advan for possible war.
Every foreign war in which we have en-
gaged h cost s many times the
amount If wisely expended dur-
ing the preceding vears of peace on the
regular army, would have insured the

i,

e

h
a,

| war ending in but a fratction of the
time and but for a fraction of the cost
that was actually the case. As g na-

|
]

which, by mason of prevailing climatic|

|

{ it will not

are worth |
each yed to the progressive farmers|

| may
he added, is exceedingly gsmall. I recom-

irzwnd to (‘ongress that this bureau, |

{ whose usefulnees is seriously handi-

capped by lack of funds, be granted an
appropriation in some degree commen-
svrate with the importance of the
work it is doing.

Ocean Mail Service.

I call your especial attention to the
unsatisfactory condition of our foreign
mail’ service, which, because of the
lack of American steamship lines, is
nov: largely done through foreign lines,
and which, particularly so far ag South
and Central America are concerned, is
done in & manner which constitutes a
serlous barrier to the extension of our
commerce,

The time has come, in my judgment,
to szet to work seriously to make our
ocean malil service correspond more
ciosely with our recent commmercial and
poiltical deveiopment. A beginning was
made by the ocean mail act of March
3. 1891, but sven at that time the act
was shown to Le Inadequate in various
particulars. BSince that time events

tion we have always been shortsigiited
in providing for the efficiency of tha
army In time of peace. It Is nobco
especlal interest to make such provision
and no one looks ahead to war at any
period. no matter how remote, as being
& serious possibility: while an improper
economy, or rather niggardliness, can ba
practiced at the expense of the army
with the certainty that those practicing
be called to account there-
for, but that the price will be paid by
the unfortunate persons who happen to
be in office when a war does actually
come.

I think it is only lack- of foresight
that troubles us, fot any hostility to
the army.- There are, of course, foolish
people who denounce any care of the
army or navy as ‘“‘militarism.” but I do
not think that these people are nu-
merous. This country has to contend

now, and has had to contend {n the past.
with many evils, and there is ample
gcope for all who would work for re-
form. But there is not one evil that
now exists, or that ever has existed in
this country, which is, or even has been
owing In the smallest part to militarism.

Declamation against militarism has
no more serious places in an earnest and
intelligent movement for righteousness
in this country than declamation against
the worship of Baal or Astaroth. It is
declamation against a non-existent evil,
one which never has existed In this
oountry, and which has not the slightest
chance of appearing here. We are glad
to help In any movement for interna-
tional peace. byt this is hecause we sin-
cerely belleve that it {8 our duty to help
all such movements provided they aras
sane and rational, and not because thepe
is any tendency toward militarism on
our part which needs to be cured.

20,000 Killed Every Year.

The evils we ve to fight are those
in connection :?Lh Industrialism, not




